/ o
0 o

" _Photo: Cedar



Coalibon conodeenne
pour la protedtion
des onimaux de ferme

Canadian Coaliian
for Farm Animals

Message from the President

The year 2023 was all about birds —the chickens and ducks that is!

Early in the year we ran a campaign for raising meat chickens more humanely. With the help of
our wonderful volunteers, we raised awareness not only with the stores marketing chicken, but
with the public, many of whom know nothing about the brutal lives of chickens.

There has been some progress made such as reducing stocking density, enriched cages, and
phasing out live-shackle slaughter over the years. However, there is still work to be done.
According to Mercy for Animals’ Canada Animal Welfare Scorecard 2023 Report, no major grocery
retailers have adopted the global Better Chicken Commitment standards. Canada continues to
lag behind the standards that have been implemented in other countries. With your help, we will
continue to advocate for better conditions for farmed chickens.

Our major campaign for the year was to get foie gras off the menus and store shelves in Canada.
Although we generally campaign for better conditions for farm animals, in this case, we are taking
an “abolitionist” approach - i.e, to end the production of this cruel “delicacy” altogether.

We encountered some unexpected obstacles in the province of Quebec where virtually all the foie
gras is produced. Among them was the refusal of the advertising agency to run posters in the
Montreal Metro stations. The same agency also refused to run them in Toronto. Their reason - the
picture might scare children! They did run in Ottawa and Vancouver and the good news is that we
garnered thousands of signatures, in English and French on our petition to restaurants and stores
to stop serving and selling foie gras.

Of course, the other farm animals have not been forgotten. Most animails raised for food in
Canada live in deplorable conditions. With a new campaign on the horizon, we promise to
continue working hard to improve the lives of all types of farm animals.

A highlight of 2023 was becoming a registered charity on February 6™. Although CCFA was
incorporated as a non-profit in 2005, charities were very limited in how much government
lobbying they could do until late 2018. At that time the rules were changed to allow government
lobbying, the only exception being that a charity could not appear to endorse a party or
candidate. With this change, the timing was right to register as a charity, and as such we were
able to issue receipts for income tax purposes to everyone who donated after February 6™,
benefiting you, our wonderful donors.



We are also excited to have explored some new fundraising avenues this past year. We launched
ccfastore.ca where you can purchase CCFA merchandise and held our very first Canada wide
Holiday Auction which raised critical funds for the animals. Thank you to everyone who
participated in the auction and those out representing CCFA with our branded merchandise!

And of course, thank you so much to our donors and volunteers! You're at the heart of our
organization, and we wouldn't be able to do what we do without the amazing support that you -
our CCFA family - show us daily. Thank you for stepping up to give a voice to the voiceless.

Best regards,

Vicki Fecteau, President

Maureen Boag

Board Members: Edana Brown
Vicki Fecteau

Anne Griffin
Geraldine Lindley



Supporter Testimonials

| support CCFA because farmed animals in Canada have among the worst animal welfare
protections in the developed world. There are few organizations that campaign to educate
the public about the cruelty inherent to factory farming, and also lobby for systemic
change to protect these animals and provide them more humane existence. Supporting
CCFA gives me hope for change for farmed animals and an agricultural system that
doesn’t turn a blind eye to living beings.

- Shivani C. — Toronto, ON

| became interested in animal welfare as a child. | support CCFA because
their mission is to reduce suffering and improve the lives of domestic farm
animals. They have no voice of their own and CCFA works hard to advocate
for farm animals at provincial and national levels. | am grateful for the hard
work CCFA is doing.

- Anne C. — Berwick, NS

From a young age, | enjoyed reading about animals, and interacting with my
grandmother’s chickens. | gave them names and was impressed by how quickly they
learned.

As time went by it became apparent to me that society does not treat all animals
equally. Animals raised for food are hidden behind closed doors, enduring cruel
standard practices and unconscionable abuses, exposed only by undercover
investigators.

Canadians recognize that farm animals are emotional beings and deserving of rights
and protections. CCFA is a powerful voice in advancing their interests through
education, awareness, and the political and legislative process. We are also reminded
that as consumers we can choose plant-based eating, thereby benefiting animals,
ourselves, and the environment.

- Carmina Gooch — Deltg, BC




| started supporting CCFA several years ago when a friend made me aware of the
work that they do to make the lives of farm animals better. At the time, there were
terrible stories in the news (and video footage) of cattle being maltreated and it

was, frankly, quite sickening to watch. Supporting CCFA also aligns with my desire to
eat a more vegetarian diet and make conscious choices of what | put on my plate. |
figure that my monthly donation to the cause is a very small way to help an
organization that is working to better the lives of other beings that don’t have a
voice.

- Ron Tuckey — Montreal, QC

| have always respected and loved all creatures: mammals, birds, fish, reptiles,
amphibians. After reading about factory farming, | started searching for an
organization working on behalf of farm animals and found Canadian Coalition
for Farm Animals. Animals deserve love, kindness, compassion and

respect. CCFA works to bring this mission to fruition. | will always support this
wonderful organization. They speak for those who have no voice.

- Karen - Ontario

| was made aware of the CCFA's work when | was being considered for an
administrative position with them. | was then approached to become a
board member. Because of my commitments at the time | was unable to
accept. Yet | have since learned more about the Canadian Coalition for Farm
Animals (CCFA) dedication to promoting the welfare of animals raised for
food in Canada through public education, legislative change and consumer
choice. These animals are sentient beings that are afforded the least legal
protections and are subject to the most abuse. It is important that their
profile is raised in the eyes of consumers so they can make

informed decisions. | believe the CCFA is one of the organizations that is
trying to do so in a positive way.

- Mimi B. — Montreal, QC




Photo credit: Farm Sanctuary

Foie Gras

In 2023 CCFA ran a campaign
against the foie gras industry
in Canada.

Foie gras (fatty liver) is a
“luxury gourmet product”
produced by grossly enlarging
the livers of male ducks and
geese through the inhumane
practice of force-feeding. This
force feeding causes the
animals’ livers to swell up to
10X their normal size while
causing extreme pain and
suffering. Up to four pounds of
food per day is pumped into
their stomachs through long
metal pipes forced down their
throats. Some ducks die from
this process. Liver failure and
rupture is also common. At just
over 3 months old, the ducks
are sent to slaughter.

The primary location for foie
gras production in Canada is
the province of Quebec.

Montreal and Ottawa are the
highest consumers of foie
gras, followed by Toronto and
Vancouver. Foie gras is served
in numerous high-end
restaurants and is sold
through some grocery chains,
gourmet stores and online
suppliers.

As of February, 2024, foie gras
production is banned in the
Czech Republic, Denmark,
Netherlands, Finland, Germany,
Italy, Luxembourg, most
Austrian provinces, Sweden,
Switzerland, Norway, Poland,
Turkey, the UK, Ireland, Israel,
Argenting, India, Australia
(allows imports), Flanders,
Brussels, California, and New
York City.

Our goal is a ban on foie gras
in Canada. CCFA launched the
website helptheducks.ca
which includes a petition
urging restaurants and stores
that serve or sell foie gras to
take it off their menus and
shelves.

Our campaign also included
awareness ads on public
transit and street signs in
Ottawa and Vancouver. The
ads directed viewers to sign a
petition to stores and
restaurants that carry and
serve foie gras.

Some of our wonderful
volunteers participated in a
letter writing campaign to
restaurants. We also used our
social media platforms -
Facebook, Instagram and X —
to share information about the
foie gras industry.



Humanely Raised Chickens

CCFA carried out a local supermarket action the
week of Feb. 20, 2023 aimed at the major grocery
chains in Canada - Loblaw, Metro, and Sobeys.
We asked CCFA supporters to go to their local
supermarket to give information leaflets to store
managers asking the supermarket chain to abide
by the Better Chicken Commitment in choosing
only suppliers that meet this standard. CCFA has
also communicated directly with top corporate
executives in the major supermarket chains
calling for public adoption of the Better Chicken
Commitment, a standard developed by an
international group of animal welfare
organizations.

The local supermarket action information leaflet
also called for certain date commitments to carry
100% cage-free eggs for all brands carried by the
supermarket chain, not only private store brands.
CCFA has communicated with top corporate
executives at the major supermarkets calling for
public commitment to a published specific
timeline for conversion to 100% cage-free eggs
across all brands. CCFA addressed the issue of
the harm caused by enriched cages used by egg
producers. Enriched cages for hens require a
nesting areq, perches, litter, and additional space
for movement. Although better than battery
cages, they still restrict the natural behaviour of
hens. We have communicated with the NFACC on
the code involving enriched cages which is under
an interim review. CCFA also asked supporters to
communicate their concerns about enriched
cages to the NFACC.

CCFA is working with other Canadian animal
welfare groups engaging with top corporate
leaders in food production and retail companies
to influence their animal welfare policies and
demand changes.

Farm Animal Transportation

CCFA proposed a real-time monitoring system for
farmed animal transportation to the Ministry of
Agriculture and Agri-Food. The idea of the system
was that the inspectors would know at any time
the location of the trucks carrying animals. They
could intercept to do road-side inspections or
arrive at the destination at the expected time to
assess the condition of the animals. The Minister
replied that the idea was interesting and
innovative, but that the system would have to be
voluntary as there is no regulatory framework in
place to capture that information.

However, it is now mandatory for trucks carrying
live animals to have GPS tracking. The information
is available to the trucking company. Also, the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency is proposing a
change to the Health of Animals Regulations to
trace the movement of all species. It will not be a
real-time system, but the fact that the data is
being tracked would encourage trucking
companies to adhere to the current regulations.
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Video Surveillance in Federal
Slaughter Facilities

In April 2022, CCFA initiated a federal e-petition
asking the federal government to implement
video surveillance in federally regulated slaughter
facilities with a feed that could be viewed by both
CFIA officials and a third party. This e-petition was
initiated based on the government response to a
similar e-petition in 2017, in which the government
responded that "both the CFIA and the Ministry of
Agriculture have agreed that they consider video
surveillance to be complementary to the live, on-
site monitoring that is currently required.”

Vancouver Humane Society, Montreal SPCA,
Humane Society International/Canada, Canadian
Horse Defence Coalition and Mercy for

Animals also signed on to our petition. The petition
was open for 4 months and garnered 9755
signatures. It was presented in the house of
commons on March 28, 2023 by MP Nathaniel
Erskine-Smith. On May 11, 2023, the government
responded.

Part of the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Marie-Claude Bibeau's response to the petition is
as follows:

"Any changes CFIA makes to surveillance
activities must conform to Canadian legal
requirements and be based on the effectiveness
of the new measure at improving compliance.
CFIA continually assesses scientific research on
best practices for animal welfare. Based on this
information, CFIA regularly updates humane
slaughter requirements and activities. At this time,
it is not clear that video monitoring would
strengthen the existing compliance verification
system. As mentioned in the petition, some
countries have already mandated the use of
video surveillance in slaughter facilities. Canada,
along with the rest of the international
community, will be interested in any data that
emerges from these countries.”

You can read the petition and complete response
from the government here:
https://www.ourcommons.ca/petitions/en/Petitio
n/Details?Petition=e-396I



https://www.ourcommons.ca/petitions/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-3961
https://www.ourcommons.ca/petitions/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-3961
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CCFA Holiday Auction

In December of 2023, CCFA hosted our inaugural
Holiday Silent Auction. The auction was open to all
Canadians and was solely virtual. We had many
generous donations from businesses who were
interested in our cause. From travel packages to
beauty packages to memorabilia, our auction
had something for everyone! All the proceeds of
the auction went directly to improving the lives of
farm animals in Canada.

Shopify Store

Now you can raise awareness and show your love
for farm animals with CCFA merch! You can
purchase hoodies, beanies, totes, and more with
the CCFA logo by visiting ccfastore.ca




Financials

Revenue 2023

$10,000
15%

W Donations from
Individuals

TOTAL

$66,724

B Grants
m Investments

Donations from

55853;3/48 Corporations
00

Expenses 2023

B Campaigns
M Fundraising

TOTAL m Admin and Office

$41,966

Professional Fees

M Insurance

$25,175
60%

Much of the work done for our farm animal campaigns is generously completed
by volunteers. This work is not reflected in the total expense amounts listed above.



Make a difference in the lives of farm animals

by becoming a monthly donor.

Become an advocate for those who can’t advocate for themselves.

Join our monthly giving program today!

Donate Here



https://www.humanefood.ca/donate-page/
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